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e circumstances were as follows, g the |
he raiders had extended their domain ate 1750«
exas, where they repeatedly battled F)oth thc-? APaChes
<h: they destroyed a newly estab.llshed mission gy - e
SP?;’;_} ,D espite several peace pacts with the Spaniar ds Te;sndi(,
;;lcvital;ly resurfaced. In one four—mont.h period in 177 4’, . il1 Itie
British Parliament imposed the Coercive Acts op the € the
citizens of Boston far to the east, the Comancheg launche,
fewer than five raids on Spanish settlements in Ney, Mexig ng
1778, the Comanches again “swept over the Provinge” Wr-oln
Teodoro de Croix, commander ger-leral of the Interio; prOVinc::
of New Spain. Scattered about in widely disperseq Mission
and towns, the settlers “were unable to resist,” and Ney Mexicy,
Spanish outposts lost “127 persons dead and captured” jp g,
raids.?’
Then, in August 1779, New Mexico’s governor, the i
domitable Indian-fighter Juan Bautista de Anza, determined g
rein in the warlike horsemen of the plains. With six hundred men,
he set out from Santa Fe on a punitive expedition to the north. (A
year later, on a more conciliatory mission, Anza was to witness the
great drought in Hopi country.) On August 31, in the Rock
Mountain foothills above what is now Colorado Springs, the go*
emnor’s forces spied a party of more than a thousand Yamparid
Comanches to the east. A running battle ensued, in which the Cer
manches fled, and Anza took thirty-four women and children @
tive. From these, the governor learned that he had come¢ upon tt:
band of Cuerno Verde, or Green Horn, the single Comalzichc
leader most feared by the Spanish. Anza’s heart quickcﬂid’ a:;] .
decided “to see if fortune would grant me an encounter” ¥
great Comanche war chief 2! | Cuer®
For three days, Anza’s men pursued the Indians untlc()u]d B
Verde deliberately engaged the Spaniards so his P C-Opliorcc of "
€ape, leading fifty warriors into battle against a Spanlf prave I
hundred. In ap action that even Anza admitted W2 ashis son o
Was glorious,” Cuerno Verde made his stand along®! ‘
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1caf;fhe 1779 battle, marked by Cuerno Verde’s demise, was g no.

ple disaster for the Coman-ches. In its aftermath, thej; raids on
zcw Mexico waned, but their attacks on Spanish settlers in Texas
jid not. Ranches, missions, and presidios from Rosario to Nacog-
doches bore the brunt of Comanche assaults for another two years,
“very day,” Governor Domingo Cabello wrote from San Antonio,
{ receive news of people in these environs finding signs of the
hostiles.” Then, in late 1781, the Comanches disappeared alto-
gether from the view of the Texas colonists, “There was no direct
contact for almost eighteen months,” writes the historian Thomas
Kavanagh, speculating that the cause might have been smallpox.
Contact was also very limited in 1783 and 1784.2
But was smallpox indeed the reason? Very possibly. In the
spring of 1780, smallpox traveling northward from Mexico 61-{?
began to erupt in the northeastern provinces of New Spain known
oday as the states of Tamaulipas, Nuevo Leén, and Coahuila.
The pestilence appeared at Santander Jiménez, Tamaulipas, less
than 150 mjles south of the Rio Grande, in March 1780. Parish

Priests at Jiméne identified the first smallpox death on March 14

and}:he ston July 20,1780. In April, the pox also appeared in the
Parc

Parish
Qngs, |

ed but fugged hills of what is now southern Coahuila, in the
© of Parras and Saltillo, occupied by some 15,674 inhabi-
0 the three months from April through June, about 4 per-

the . , )
Yar i POX crept closer to the great river, mortality leaped up

ONterrey, the capital of Nuevo Le6n, from June through
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T « ably struck Monc]gy. s
August 1780. The pldgu.C probably e Va ne ang a
; little cluster of missions on the bOl'lt : ank of the Ric e n
the I from Laredo. “These four missions of the Rjq Gy Nde
o ated with Indians.” Ode 5
cime were well populate R Wigiegy v e o
one ; Sl . b
rs later, noting a dramatic decline. “The cause of theiy depopux
Jears I ’ . ' 1
J}ation (in my opinion) cannot be other than the Contagiqq dis
hich they are subject by their naturg] CONStipyp o
eases to which P : Honaa
The impact of the epidemic on the Apache apg Coahuiltecan
hunter-gatherers who inhabited the surrounding countrysige R
pears to be completely undocumented.
== Documented or not, Variola kept moving. By Oct
the pestilence had reached the Lipan Apaches around
dio of La Bahia del Espiritu Santo, near the Texys Coast apq
Matagorda Bay. In the eyes of Texas Governor Cabello, j; was 3
most welcome arrival. During the previous year, the Spaniargs had
done their best to incite other tribes—mcludmg the

ober 178
the pres;.

Mescaleros,
Tejas, and Tonkawas—against the Lipans. But now Variola gig

this dirty work for them. “The smallpox epidemic that has s af.
flicted the outlying provinces of this kingdom has now spread to
this province,” Cabello wrote to Commander General Croix from
San Antonio, informing him that the epidemic had erupted near
Matagorda Bay. “And without offending decency,” he added, “one

might hope that not 1 single Lipan-Apache ljves through it, for

these Indians are ernicious~despite their apparent peacefulness
and friendliness.é
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